


The FactBarEDU project brings together fact-checking experts, journalists, 
media specialists and pedagogues to create information literacy tools: 

1. to support teachers in dealing with social media issues in the classroom 
context ;

2. to empower students with critical thinking and information literacy skills 
to resist mis- and disinformation

3. to activate students to verify their social media content 
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Information literacy can be defined as a set of skills 
and abilities which everyone needs to undertake 
information-related tasks; how to discover, access, 
interpret, analyse, manage, create, communicate, 
store and share information.

• is the ability to think critically and make balanced 
judgements about any information we find and 
use - whether or not materials under analysis are 
valid, accurate, acceptable, reliable, appropriate, 
useful and/or persuasive.

• empowers us as citizens to reach and express 
informed views and to engage fully with society

“Every citizen is a creator of 
information/knowledge and has a 
message. 

They must be empowered to access 
new information/knowledge and to 
express themselves. MIL is for all –
women and men equally – and a nexus 
of human rights.”

UNESCO 2nd MIL law

See e.g. Information literacy group: 
https://infolit.org.uk/ILdefinitionCILIP2018.pdf

https://infolit.org.uk/ILdefinitionCILIP2018.pdf
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Teachers  N= 152 Youngsters aged 14-18  N=122FactBarEDU 2020
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YES NOFactBarEDU 2020



Students learn argumentation and 
debating skills and they learn 

• to use analytical and critical thinking in 
practice. 

• to search data and evaluate media 
sources independently 

• to clarify unclear information and to 
compare mutually opposed claims 
about reality and defer to their own 
judgment when evaluating 
contradictions 



FactBarEDU statements:

1. Media and information literacy should be included in the national 
curriculum. 

2. Teachers should be trained, and they should have tools and methods to deal 
with information disorder.

3. Schools should provide students with media and information literacy skills

4. The interaction between journalists, media experts and schools is warmly 
recommended.



• Media and information literacy 
should be included in the national 
curriculum. 
• That is the most effective and 

systematic way to guarantee, that 
teachers will deal with the matter at the 
school level.

• In Finland the media and information 
literacy competences are well presented 
in the national curriculum as well as the 
development of critical thinking and 
active citizenship.

• If this is not the case – one can explore 
alternative possibilities to introduce MIL 
in teaching.

Finnish national
curriculum 2016



• Teachers should be trained, and 
they should have tools and 
methods to deal with information 
disorder.
• According to our experience, teachers 

need in-service training to deal with 
the increase in the quantity of 
information and diversification of the 
variety of sources. 

• Besides, the media landscape is re-
shaping constantly and it has become 
more and more difficult to distinguish 
information from disinformation.

https://faktabaari.fi/assets/Informaatiolukutaito-
opas_Faktabaari_EDU.pdf

https://faktabaari.fi/assets/Informaatiolukutaito-opas_Faktabaari_EDU.pdf


• Schools should provide students 
with media and information 
literacy skills so that they would be 
able to make their decisions based 
on facts - not on disinformation or 
mal-information.



• The interaction between journalists, media 
experts and schools is warmly 
recommended.
• The basic idea of the Faktabaari EDU project 

was to adapt the proved fact-checking methods 
used by professional fact-checkers into the 
education field. 

• We have organized plenty of workshops, 
webinars, school visits, etc. to scale up the best 
practice tools for a larger public. 



• Faktabaari has co-created with teachers a 
simplified version of its fact-checking methodology 
for educators in 2019.

• It encourages critical thinking and participation for 
fact-based public debate and to resist 
disinformation. 

• The method is compatible with IFCN code and 
"information disorder" vocabulary and ideally 
adaptable. 

• It brings fact-checking and media literacy 
communities together for apparent synergies.

• The toolkit for educators include examples to 
inspire, create and share new lesson plans.

• https://faktabaari.fi/assets/FactBar_EDU_Fact-
checking_for_educators_and_future_voters_13112018.pdf
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https://www.teachingcitizenship.org.uk/journals Issue 51

https://www.teachingcitizenship.org.uk/journals


www.faktabaari.fi


